tion

@ Dust Characteriza

Dust Characterization analyzes both microbial and non-microbial particles found in dust samples, including skin cells, fibers, pollen,
insect debris, and other particulates.

This analysis is often performed alongside fungal identification analyses using Air O Cell® cassettes or other sampling media to help
identify potential allergens. It serves as an ideal first step during initial site surveys when Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) concerns are present,
particularly in situations where mold levels are low but occupants continue to experience symptoms.

Results may be reported qualitatively or quantitatively, depending on project needs. ‘zp‘é

Key Notes

Identifies and characterizes particulates within a sample

Useful for evaluating potential non-microbial IAQ issues

Supports investigations where irritants are suspected but mold levels are minimal

Accepted Media

The Microbiology Division accepts the following media for Dust Characterization analysis:

Spore traps (EMSL Product IDs: Air-O-Cell®: 87153018B; Allergenco-D :8715307B; Micro 5: 8715306B)
Tape lifts (EMSL Product ID: 8708315)
Swabs (EMSL Product ID: 8708301)

Bulk materials (e.g., sheetrock, carpet)

Amorphous bulk materials (e.g., house dust)

Liquid samples

Methodology

Particle types are identified using light microscopy and Phase Contrast Microscopy (PCM).

More advanced analytical options are available through our Materials Science Division, including ash analysis, char identification, and
comprehensive particle identification, if required.

Microbiology Related Tests - Dust Characterization (Air and Surface Samples)

M280- Dust Characterization (Level 1) (Relative Percent Composition)
M280A- ADD-ON Dust Characterization (Level 1)

M281- Dust Characterization (Level 2) (Quantitative)

M281A- ADD-ON Dust Characterization (Level 2)
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